The beta-endorphin response to prenatal stress during postnatal development in the rat.
We examined the hypothalamic beta-endorphin (B-END) levels in offspring (postnatal day 10) from stressed female rats in different period of gestation: group 1, restraint stress from day 2 to 6; group 2, from day 7 to 11 and group 3, from day 2 to 16. The hypothalamic levels of B-END in the offspring from group 1 were significantly (P < 0.001) higher to that obtained in the control. Similar results were obtained in the group 2. However, in rat pups from female stressed during 15 days of gestation hypothalamic levels of B-END were similar to control group.